Staging renal cell carcinoma with helical CT: the revised 1997 AJCC and UICC TNM criteria.
The TNM staging system for renal cell carcinoma, revised in 1997 by the UICC and AJCC, has important implications for tumor prognosis and surgical planning. Multislice helical CT of the kidneys plays a vital role in the detection, characterization, and staging of renal cell carcinoma, and for surgical planning. Radiologists should be familiar with state-of-the-art helical CT techniques, the revised TNM staging criteria, and the varied appearances of renal tumors, tumor cell types, and the wide variety of metastatic disease that occurs in advanced cases.